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INTRODUCTION
Affiliate marketing is one of the most accessible ways to
start earning income online, even as a beginner. You
don’t need to create your own product or invest a lot of
money upfront - instead, you earn commissions by
recommending products or services that others
provide.

This starter kit will walk you through, step-by-step,
how to build a simple website (or blog) and turn it into
an income stream using affiliate marketing. We’ll cover
what affiliate marketing is, how the system works, how
to set up your site, create content, find affiliate
programs, and more.

By the end, you should have a clear roadmap for getting
started on your affiliate marketing journey … and we’re
always on the forum for support.

https://forum.digitalmatrixcafe.com/


WHAT IS
AFFILIATE
MARKETING?

In plain English, affiliate
marketing means promoting
other companies’ products
and earning a percentage of
any sale you generate.

It’s a performance-based
arrangement: if someone buys
a product because of your
recommendation (using your
special affiliate link), you get a
commission.

For example, if you write a blog
post reviewing a kitchen
gadget and include an affiliate
link to buy it on Amazon, you’ll
earn a small commission each
time a reader clicks your link
and actually purchases the
gadget.

Essentially, you as the affiliate
are like a salesperson for the
product, but you don’t handle
inventory, shipping, or
customer service – you just
bring in the customer through
your content and links.



THE “3-PART” AFFILIATE
SYSTEM: PLATFORM →

TRAFFIC → OFFERS
Affiliate marketing can be boiled down to three main components
that you need to have in place:

Platform: This is where you publish content and affiliate links. It
could be a blog/website, a YouTube channel, a Facebook page, etc.
In this guide, we’re focusing on having your own website as the
platform (since it’s one of the most beginner-friendly and long-
term stable methods).

Your platform is essentially your online presence – it’s where people
will come to consume your content.

Traffic: This means the visitors who come to your platform. You can
have the best website in the world, but without traffic (real people
visiting), you won’t make any money.

Traffic can come from many sources: people finding your site via
Google searches, social media posts, email newsletters, word of
mouth, and so on. Part of your job will be to attract and grow traffic
to your site through content and promotion.



 Offers: These are the products or
services you promote – in other
words, what you’re an affiliate for.
They could be physical products (like
items on Amazon), digital products
(online courses, e-books, software),
or even services (like web hosting,
where many companies have affiliate
programs).

Choosing good offers that fit your
niche and audience is important.
You’ll incorporate these into your
content (for example, a blog post
might contain your affiliate links to
recommended products).

All three pieces work together. Think of it like
this: Your website (platform) hosts useful
content that draws visitors (traffic), and
within that content you have affiliate links to
relevant products (offers).

When everything is aligned – the right
audience reading the right content that
includes the right offers – you have a formula
for earning affiliate commissions.



A niche is the specific topic or
audience segment your website will
focus on.

Picking a niche is a crucial first step
because it sets the direction for all
your content and the types of
products you’ll promote. To find a
niche that works for you, here are
some prompts and questions to
consider:

Choosing Your Niche



What topics genuinely interest me or excite me?
(You’ll be creating a lot of content, so it helps if you actually like the
subject matter. Think of hobbies, skills, or fields you enjoy
learning about.)

Are there products or services in this niche that people buy?
(A good niche has monetization potential – for example, if you’re
into photography, there are lots of cameras and accessories you
could affiliate-sell. If your niche is extremely obscure with no
products or only very cheap items, it might be harder to earn.)

Who is my target audience and what needs do they have?
(Identifying your potential readers/customers helps ensure you
create content that attracts them. For instance, “busy working
moms who want quick weeknight recipes” is a clear audience with
a problem or need, if your niche is quick cooking.)

Is the niche broad or narrow enough?
(If it’s too broad – e.g. “sports” – you’ll have a hard time standing
out. If it’s too narrow – e.g. “left-handed golf players in a small
town” – you might not find enough audience or products. Aim for a
happy medium: a focused topic that still has a sizable audience.)



Take a little time to
research your niche
ideas. It can help to
search Google to see if
there are existing blogs
or YouTube channels on
the topic (competition is
okay – it means the niche
is viable).

Also, check if those sites
are monetizing via ads or
affiliate links; this can
validate that the niche
has earning potential.

Ultimately, choose
something you can

see yourself
sticking with for at
least the next 6-12

months as you
build your site.



SETTING UP YOUR WEBSITE
(DOMAIN, HOSTING,

WORDPRESS) 

Once you have a niche in mind, it’s time to create your
website – your base of operations for content and links.
Don’t worry if you’ve never done this; it’s a straightforward
process nowadays:

Choose a Domain Name: This will be your website’s
address (URL), like yourwebsite.com. Try to pick a name
that is related to your niche, easy to remember, and not
too long.

Many people just use a combination of words or their brand
name. If possible, go for a .com domain as it’s the most
recognized.

There are many domain registrars (companies where you
can search for and buy a domain); some popular ones
include Namecheap and GoDaddy. Domain prices are
usually around $10-15 per year.



Buy Hosting and Set Up WordPress: Web hosting is a
service that stores your website’s files and makes them
accessible on the internet.

There are hosts specifically optimized for WordPress
(which is the website platform we’ll use). Sign up for a
hosting plan that fits your budget; good hosting can be
as cheap as a few dollars a month.

For example, WPX is a WordPress-focused host known
for its speed and excellent support, which can be great
for newbies. Most hosts offer a quick install for
WordPress.

Using the host’s control panel, you can typically find
an option like “Install WordPress” – follow the
prompts, and within minutes you’ll have a basic
WordPress site up and running. You’ll set a title for
your site and create an admin login (be sure to save
your username/password).



Pick a Theme (Design) and Essential Settings: In
WordPress, you can easily change how your site looks
by installing a theme. Upon installation, WordPress
comes with a default theme which is very plain.

You can go to Appearance → Themes in your WordPress
dashboard and browse free themes. Choose one that’s
simple and clean to start – you can always change it later.

Once activated, tweak basic settings: create an “About”
page (tell readers who you are and what the site is
about), a “Contact” page, and make sure your site’s
name and tagline are set to something appropriate
(under Settings → General).

Don’t let this step overwhelm you – the goal is just to get
your site functional and looking presentable. It doesn’t
need to be perfect or fancy at launch. Don’t forget, we’re
always here for support.

https://forum.digitalmatrixcafe.com/
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At this point, you have a
website with WordPress
installed – congratulations!
You now have your own
corner of the internet to
start filling with awesome
content.

Install Key Plugins: (Optional but
recommended) Plugins add extra
features to WordPress. A few
helpful, free plugins to consider:
an SEO plugin (like Yoast SEO or
Rank Math) to help optimize your
posts for search engines, a
contact form plugin (so visitors
can email you), and maybe a
caching or speed plugin (to make
your site load faster).

These are not absolutely required
on day one, but as you start creating
content, an SEO plugin at least will
be useful to guide you in optimizing
posts. Don’t obsess over 100% SEO
scores though!



Content is the heart of affiliate marketing. It’s what
attracts readers and gets them to click your affiliate links.
To start off on the right foot, aim to publish three
foundational pieces of content on your site. Each one will
serve a purpose:

An Educational “How-To” Article: Think of a common
question or problem in your niche and write a blog post
that helps solve it.

For example, if your niche is home gardening, an
educational piece might be “How to Start a Vegetable
Garden on a Balcony” or “5 Common Plant Diseases and
How to Fix Them.”

This kind of article provides value first and foremost. It will
help you get noticed (people might find it via Google or
share it because it’s useful). Within this article, you can
naturally mention a product or two (with affiliate links) if
relevant – but the main goal is to establish you as a helpful
resource.

Creating Your Content: 
The First 3 Pieces



A Resource/Tools List (with Affiliate Links):
This is a blog post that rounds up
recommended products or resources in
your niche.

Sticking with the gardening example, it
could be “Top 7 Tools Every Urban Gardener
Needs” or “My Favorite Gardening Books for
Beginners.” In this kind of content, you will
definitely include affiliate links – e.g., link to
each tool on Amazon or another store, using
your affiliate ID.

People love “best of” lists because it saves
them research time. Be honest and only
include items you truly think are good or
that have positive reviews. This post not
only has the potential to earn commissions,
but also is really useful to readers who want
recommendations.



If you’re not comfortable
talking about yourself, an
alternative is a “Start Here”
guide – a page that tells new
visitors how to best use your
site (for example, summarizing
your main content categories,
or pointing them to popular
posts). 

The idea is to put a bit of you
into the site so readers know
there’s a real person behind all
the content. This builds trust.
Often, people will check your
About/Start Here page to see
who’s running the site before
they decide to follow your
advice or click your links.

A Personal Story or “Start Here”
Page: This piece is more about
connecting with your audience.
You can write a post introducing
yourself and explaining why you
started this website or why you’re
passionate about the topic.

For instance, share your journey of
learning the guitar if your site is
about music, or talk about the
challenge that led you to start fitness
training if your site is about exercise.



With these three pieces published, your site now has a
small foundation. New visitors will immediately see
some value (from your how-to article), some
recommendations (from your resource list), and get
to know you (from your story/intro page).

It’s a great start that makes your site look alive and
credible even in the beginning.



REPURPOSING YOUR
BLOG CONTENT FOR
SOCIAL MEDIA
Creating content for a brand-new website is effort
enough – but you also want to get that content in
front of people. That’s where social media can help.

The good news is you don’t have to create
completely separate content for social platforms;
you can repurpose what you’ve already made on
your blog. Here are a few ways to leverage your
initial content across social media (pick the
channels where your likely audience hangs out):

Turn key points into tweets or short posts: Take the
juiciest tip or an interesting statistic from your
how-to article or list post and share it on
Twitter, Facebook, or LinkedIn.

For example: “Did you know 60% of plants die from
overwatering?  In my latest blog post, I share 5
gardening mistakes to avoid. [link]”. This sparks
interest and drives people to click through.



Engage in niche communities: Share
your new content in a helpful way
on forums, Facebook Groups, or
subreddits related to your niche.

For instance, if someone asks a
question that your blog post
answers, you can respond with some
advice and mention “I actually wrote
a full guide on this – feel free to check
it out [link].”

Always follow community rules and
be genuine (don’t just drop links). By
repurposing your content into
answers or discussion points, you
establish yourself as knowledgeable
and also funnel interested readers to
your site.

Make a short video or graphic:
If you’re up for it, record a
quick 30-second video of you
talking about one of the tips
from your article, or
showing one of the tools you
recommended.

Alternatively, create a simple
infographic or a meme-style
image that relates to your
content. Post these on visual
platforms like Instagram,
TikTok, or Pinterest with a
caption that invites people to
learn more on your site.
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The idea is to squeeze more mileage out of every blog
post by distributing pieces of it on other platforms.
This will start trickling in traffic. As a bonus, social
posts can sometimes go viral or at least reach
beyond your immediate followers if people share
them, which further increases your site’s visibility.



FINDING AFFILIATE
PROGRAMS (AND USING
KIT.COM)

Now that you have content and are getting some
visitors, you need affiliate programs to actually
monetize. Here’s how to find good affiliate
opportunities:

Join Big Affiliate Networks: Websites like Amazon
Associates, ShareASale, CJ (Commission
Junction), and ClickBank are affiliate networks
that host thousands of affiliate programs.

Amazon’s program is very beginner-friendly – you
can link to millions of products on Amazon and
earn a commission on anything people buy in a
session.

Other networks have programs for specific
brands; for example, if your niche is fitness, you
might find sports gear retailers on ShareASale or
supplement companies on CJ.

Joining these networks is usually free; you apply,
and once approved, you can search their
databases for products or companies in your
niche.

http://kit.com/


Direct Affiliate Programs: Many companies run their
own affiliate programs in-house (outside of big
networks).

A quick way to find them is to go to Google and search
“[product or company name] affiliate program” or
“[your niche] affiliate program.” For instance, if you
have a tech blog, search for the names of software or
gadgets you like + “affiliate program.”

You might discover that a software service offers 30%
recurring commissions for referrals, as an example.
Once you find these, you often have to apply on the
company’s website. They might ask for your website
and some details about how you’ll promote them.

Recurring commissions can add up fast. Do the work
once and get paid every month, assuming the user
stays on-board.



Use Kit.com for Curated Recommendations:
Kit.com is a handy platform (now part of the
ConvertKit family) that lets creators curate
lists of their favorite products with affiliate
links.

Essentially, you can create a “kit” (a collection) for
a specific theme and add products to it – for
example, “My Kitchen Essentials Kit” or “Beginner
Photography Kit.” Each item in your kit can use
your affiliate link (Kit.com supports many
affiliate programs, including Amazon Associates).

You can then share the single Kit.com link, and
visitors can see all your recommended items in
one place. It’s visually appealing and convenient,
especially for social media (like adding a Kit link in
your bio).

Using a tool like this can enhance how you present
affiliate products, but it’s optional – you can also
list products directly on your blog posts as we did
in the resource list page example above.

http://kit.com/
http://kit.com/
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As you join programs, keep track of your affiliate
links. It’s wise to make a simple spreadsheet of the
programs you’re in, what your login details are, and
the payout details (so you know when/how you get
paid).

Make sure to read each program’s rules – some have
guidelines about how you can promote (for example,
Amazon has rules about not emailing affiliate links
or not using link shorteners). Ensure you use
Amazon’s official required disclosure too.



YOUR FIRST 30 DAYS: A
QUICK-START PLAN 

To wrap up, here’s a basic 4-week checklist you can
follow to put everything into action. This assumes
you’re starting from scratch at Day 1:

Week 1: Finalize your niche choice. Secure your
domain name and set up web hosting. Install
WordPress and get your site online. Start
brainstorming content ideas (what questions can you
answer? what products might you review?).

Week 2: Write and publish your first two posts (for
example, your how-to article and your resource list).
Also create your About/Start Here page. Sign up for
at least one affiliate program that makes sense
(Amazon Associates is a good first if you’re unsure).

Begin sharing your first post or two on one social media
channel or community to get initial visitors.



Week 3: Write and publish your third post (for
example, if you did two in week 2, maybe this week
it’s the personal story or another useful article).
Continue promoting your existing posts – share the
second post on social media, and find another forum
or group to introduce your content.

Apply to a couple more affiliate programs related to
products you want to mention. Update your older posts
if needed to add newly acquired affiliate links.

Week 4: Focus on traffic and tweaks. Engage with any
comments you received on your posts. Try a new
promotion tactic (e.g., create a Pinterest pin or a
short video snippet for one of your articles).

Make sure your site has a clear disclosure about affiliate
links (more on that below). Brainstorm the content plan
for next month (aim to keep a regular posting schedule).



By the end of Week 4, you should have a small but
solid website, a presence on at least one social
platform, and membership in a few affiliate
programs – you’re set up for growth!

Of course, you can adjust this timeline as needed.
The idea is to make tangible progress each week on
setup, content, and traffic.

After 30 days, many pieces of your affiliate
marketing machine will be in place, and you can
continue building on this foundation (more content,
more traffic, more tweaking offers) in the coming
months.



DON’T FORGET: DISCLOSE
YOUR AFFILIATE LINKS
One last but very important point: whenever you share
affiliate links, you need to be transparent about it.

Not only is this about honesty with your audience, it’s also
legally required in many jurisdictions (for example, the U.S.
Federal Trade Commission requires affiliate marketers to
clearly disclose their relationship).

In practice, this means you should have a brief disclosure on
your website (often in the footer or sidebar, or at the top or
bottom of your blog posts with affiliate links).

You can say something simple, like: “Disclosure: Some links on this
site are affiliate links. If you click and purchase through them, I may
earn a commission (at no extra cost to you).” Make sure this notice
is hard to miss and written in plain language.

On social media, a hashtag like #affiliate or #ad in your post can
serve as a disclosure if you’re sharing an affiliate link directly.
Being upfront about affiliate links builds trust with your
readers – most people won’t mind you earning a small
commission as long as you’re honest about it and the product is
genuinely recommended.

What you want to avoid is any feeling of deceit. So add that
disclosure statement early on and you’re good to go.



CONCLUSION
Starting an affiliate marketing website is a learn-by-doing
adventure. You’ve now got the basic blueprint: pick a niche,
create a website, produce content that attracts an audience, and
weave in those affiliate links to products that will help your
readers. 

Remember that results won’t be overnight – affiliate income
starts small and grows with time and consistent effort. The key
is to keep at it: keep publishing useful content, keep sharing and
promoting, and keep refining your approach based on what you
learn.
The beauty of this model is that it’s scalable and sustainable. A
simple website can turn into a significant income stream as your
content library and audience grow.

And unlike one-off schemes, you’re building something that can
continue to earn money for years (some blog posts you write
today might still be getting traffic and commissions 5 years from
now!).

Plus, you’re building your personal brand or business with each
piece of content – that’s an asset you own which can be sold later
on when you’ve built something valuable.



Finally, don’t get discouraged by slow beginnings.
Almost every successful affiliate marketer started
with zero traffic and zero revenue. They succeeded
by continuously creating value and learning from
what worked or didn’t.

You now have the starter kit to join their ranks.
Focus on helping your audience first, and the
earnings will follow. Good luck, and happy earning
with your affiliate website!

Thanks for reading and pop on over to the Cafe for
any help you need. No question is off limits, no
matter how basic you think it is!
We all started where you are now 😀

Cheers! The DMC Team …

https://forum.digitalmatrixcafe.com/

